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‘‘The Play’s the thing !’°—Ask for Thomas’s Observer 


- Covent Garden Cheatre, 
Mitman’s Tragedy of Fazio, and the two amusing Farces, Country 
Quarters, and The Irish Ambassador, were the entertainments at this 
Theatre yesterday evening. 











Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Last night Mrs Gore’s new Comedy entitled Lords and Commons 
was performed for the first time, and sorry are we to say, that, as it 
was written by a lady’ our duty and inclination are at variance, for we 
cannot in justice speak so well of it, as we could have wished. As 
the bills said nothing about the matter, and as her former Comedy was 
in five acts, we fully expected this would, have been the same, but soon 
found that their was not materials enough in the plot for so many; in- 
deed, there was a paucity of incidents for the three acts, of which it 
consisted. 

The dialogue is lively, though deficient in point, & savours much more 
of the novelist, than the dramatist, and in most of the characters we re- | 
cognized faint likenesses to old ecquaintances. The play opens with the | 
arrival in England of Sir Caleb Cabob, (Farrer ) a sort of Sir Oliver 
Surface, who goes to the house of his Ward, Frank Melville, (Wal- 
Jack,) and being unknown, overhears a set of noble sharks, who are 
hangers-on of Melville’s, ridicule, and langh at him, though making 
use of his house, his horses and his purse. Sir Caleb attempts to open 
his ward’s eyes, to the hollowness of the friendship of these lordly 
sycophants, but Melville will not believe, but that they would share 
a their last shilling with him, til! on Sir Caleb announciog his determi- 
nation to disinherit him, and give his fortune to Captaio Lovell, (Coo- 
per,) they all at once desert him, and even refuse him the most trifl- 
ing loan. In his distress he has, however, the happiness of finding in 
‘the constancy of Lady Juliana, (Miss Kenneth,) consolation ; and 
SirCaleb‘having givea him this proof of the worthlessness of his quoa- 

dam friends, then makes him happy by marrying him te Lady Jaliana. 
There was a variety of other characters to fill up the canvass, nove of 
which could boast of much originality. 

Farren was excellent in the old nabob, and made every word of his. 
part tell; but one of the best acted parts was that of Birmingham, 
valet to Melville, acted by Brindal with admirable tact and cleverness; 
it was as good in its way as his Lord Polter, and cannot fail to raise 
his reputation greatly. Harley was lively and amusing, as usual, as 
Dick Dennett, and Jones, though no favorite of ours, hit off the af- 
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fected’uits ofa fashionable lordiing with great skill Wallack and the 
ladies employed in the Comedy did all that was possible fo: their r - 
spective parts. ‘The title was a complete take in, there being nothing 
bearing the least allusion to the two great estates of the kingdom, de- 
signated as Lords and Commons, nor were there any political allusions, 
but we must say that nothing can be wore ealeulated ‘to increase the 
contempt felt for lords, than this Comedy, which shews them in the 
most unamiable light. ‘There was 'a prosy prologue spoken by Cooper, 
and a lively and pleasast epilogue, particularly well delivered by Mrs 
Humby, and which ealled forth more applause than any portion of the 
Comedy. We fear Lords and Commons will not bring much money to 
the treasury. though it will doubtless run-a few nights. Claré-was' the 
afterpiece. 


Mr Osbaldistone has purchased the Surrey Theatre cf Mr Charles 
Elliston, for 3000 guineas; the interior is undergoing extensive re- 
pairs and embellishments, and will re-vpen with several novelties on 
Monday next. - Charles Elliston has lost £350 by the concern since*the 
death of bis father. . ; 


Fashionable Lounges 


T’o the Editor of The Theatricat Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epiror, I address you from the elegant and commodious Dir- 
ing Rooms, Leicester Place, corner of Leicester Square, where I have: just 
cropt in to take my Dinuer—here I find a profusion of newspapers, exquisite 
coffee, pretty and obliging waitresses, and what is a great consideration, very 
moderate charges—do pop in and take a snack—just wish to say a wurd—beg 
pardon, hope I don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—i have to mention, that 
I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, 
at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday I visit the Diorama, in the Kegent’s Park, to see the popular and 
enchanting Views—Mount St. Gothard, painted by M. Daguerre, and Village 
of Unterseen, in Swi'zerland, Painted by M. Daguerre—these chef d’aeuvres, 
will close on the 3st inst. to make room for two beautiful Views just finiahed. 

_Afterwards, I inspect the wonder of wonders, TheGigantic Whale, the length 
of which is 95 feet, at the handsome Pavilion, Charing-Cross,—hundreds of 
the curious, visit this Queen of the Seas, which excites the admiration, and 
astonishment of the public. 

Tuesday callat the Queen’s Bazaar 78, Oxford Street—splendidly fitted-upand 
magnificently arranged—visit the British Diorama, the 4 Views, by Stan‘eld, 
highly interesting—Lounge in the Physiorama, 14 Views from all parts of the 
world truly unique and beautiful—Step into the Room where Burns’s Jolly 
Beggars are exhibited, composed of 8 Figures, the size of life, bythe self- 
taught Scottish Artist, which fer delicate conception, gracefulness of attitude, 
proportion of parts, & exquisite finish of workmanship have never been equalled 

On Friday, 1 pop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, ja 
Leicester Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Saturday evening call in at Brett’s, 109, Drury Lane, for my weekly allow- 
ance of Cream of the Valley, and Patent Brandy, as recommended by my Phy- 
sician. Can’t bear to give trouble, so just pop a couple of bottles in my pockets, 
and order a gallon of each to be sent to Mrs.——, who, though a most exem- 
plary member of the Temperance Society, has no objection to a drop of good 
stuff, taken medicinally. 

Last night I had a puzzler ;—just.as I was putting on my night-cap, *‘ Paul,” 
said Mrs. Pry, “ whatis more brilliant than Peak’s wit, or blacker than Miss 
Love’s eyes? I made a hit--Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isn’t that a good one ?— 

“but Lintrude, beg pardon, your’s, &c, PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Roval, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, the Opera of 


ARTAXERXES. 
The Music composed by Dr. Arne, 
PIN io 5 hinns5k <es onan Miss H. CAWSE, 
Artabanes, Mr BRAHAM, 
Arbaces.........c0ce-ceeeeees secs sir WILSON, 
Rimenes, Mr HEN RY, 
Semira...... re ee Miss HORTON, 
or Mandane, Miss SHIRREFF. __ 
In Act 2, will be introduced. the 


Quintette of “ Mild .as the Moonbeams,” (Braham) 








After which, a new‘Farce, (with Musie,) called 


‘Country Quarters. 


The Music composed by Mr Barnett, 
Preceded by Boieldieu’s Overture to Le Califfe de Bagdad. 


Mr Desargus......Mr BARTLEY, Captain Valcour......Mr am 
Boance, Mr WRENCH. 


Finette, ‘Miss POOLE, Julia, Miss STOHWASSER, 
Madame Valcour, Miss TAYLOR. 


rT  — 


To conclude with, (25th time) a new Farce, in 2 Acts, called | 


The Irish Ambassador. 


Preceded by Mehul’s ‘Overture to D'UNE FODIE. 


The Grand Duke, ‘Mr DIDDEAR, 
Coutit Morenos, (the Spanish Ambassador) Mr BARTLEY, 
Prince Rodolph, Mr ABBOTT, 
Baron Lowincraft, (the Saxon Ambassador) Mr F. MATTHEWS 


Sir Patrick O’Plenipo, (A.D.C.) Mr POWER, 


Oimutz. Séceseinentee BARNES, easecesece ..Mr IRWEX, 


Isabella, Miss TAYLOR, 
Lady Emily Delauney.......000.....Miss E. TREE. 








To-morrow, Isabella, with The Barber of Seville. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, the Opera, in 3 Acts, called 


The Barber of Seville. 


With Rossini’s Overture to It Barbiere di Siviglia. 

Count Almaviva, Mr WOOD, 3 
Figaro...... (the Barber)...... Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
Be, Bittle... 60000005 Mr SEGUIN, 

Argus, Mr ROSS, 7 
Basil, Mr BEDFORD, Fiorello, Mr JONES, 
Tallboy, MrEATON, _ . 
Officer of the Guard...... ree Mr NEWTON, 
Notary, Mr HONNER. 
Rosina, Mrs WOOD, Jacintha, Mrs MAPLESON, 
Marcellina, Miss RUSSELL. 


In the First Act, Mr Wood will sing ‘the admired Serenade from La 
Donna del Lago. 


And, in the Third Act, Mrs Wood will sing, for the 6th Time 
at this Theatre, Rossini’s celebrated Finale, from the 
Opera of Cinderella. 


ae 


After which, the Comic Drama, in 2 Acts, called 


The Bride of Ludgate 


Weber's Overture to Oberon. 


Charles the Second....... Mr WALLACK, 
Doeskin, Mr HARLEY, Shekel, Mr J. RUSSELL, 
Sir Charles Sedley, Mr BRINDAL, 

Must, Mr SALTER, Capt. Mouth, Mr COOPER, 
Mapleton, Mr H. WALLACK, 

Dr Blacktype, Mr COHEN, Clerk, Mr BROWNE, 
Agate, Mr HUGHES. 

NS ic ac sesuws owed Miss PHILLIPS, 
Ruth, Mrs ORGER. 


Guests, Javelin Men, Musicians, &c- &c. 


To-morrow, Lords and Commons, and Hyder Ali. 











Printéd & Published every Morning, by E. Tsomas, Exeter Street, Opposite 
Exeter Hall, Strand,—All Letters to be post paid. 
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